GLIDE Technical Meeting
14-15 July 2003, Palais des Nations, Geneva


Executive Summary (DRAFT)
A technical meeting on GLobal unique disaster IDEntifier number (GLIDE) was held on 14-15 July 2003 at the United Nations Palais des Nations, Geneva, organized by the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) ReliefWeb and the Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC). The GLIDE Technical Meeting made recommendations in its four substantive areas of focus:
1) Review of Activities and Future Tasks
· This is the 6th GLIDE technical meeting and the first exclusive GLIDE meeting. 
· The GLIDE numbers for new events have been issued and sent via e-mail by CRED since January 2002.
· GLIDE numbers are presently used mainly by the ReliefWeb and ADRC.

· ADRC has made available a specific website for GLIDE, http://GLIDENUMBER.net for GLIDE promotion.
· 
· ISDR IATF WG3 recommended to promote GLIDE globally, and to pilot the retrofitting of national-level disaster data sets to include GLIDE.
· Each participating organization expressed its intention of how to be involved in the GLIDE initiative.
2) GLIDE Generation Scheme

· CRED, after more than one year of experience in taking the role of issuing GLIDE, indicated the discontinuation of this service due to its own priorities. 

· Participants endorsed the necessity of the real-time issuance of GLIDE numbers for information sharing and the multi-user GLIDE number generator.

3) GLIDE Format 

· The new format for the GLIDE number was accepted whereby two letters will be used to designate the type of hazard that has caused enough damage to be a disaster or is an imminent threat, four digits for the year, six digits for the sequential number, three letters to designate the country using the UN standard code.
· The national governments can decide whether it is necessary to append 3 digits or 3 letters to designate sub national first and second administrative levels.
· WMO would propose a revision of hazard type codes for meteorological disasters.
· It was suggested that tsunami be distinguished from wave surge and snow avalanche from slide.
4) GLIDE Promotion
· ReliefWeb, on behalf of the present GLIDE users, asked CRED if it would be possible to continue issuing GLIDE numbers for another six months until a new GLIDE generating framework is developed.
· Enrichment of GLIDENUMBER.net was recommended, including the posting of the results of this meeting as well as the reports of all the past GLIDE meetings.
· Participants agreed to make a brochure using the common design to the poster.
· Participants recommended that a pilot study be conducted in 2-3 countries to see compatibility between national-level database and international database such as EM-DAT, and to construct a framework, including resource application and workplan to send a clear message to potential donors.
（DRAFT）
1. Objectives: 

The main objectives of the meeting were:

1) to review the overall framework of the GLIDE,

2) to propose a new generation scheme,

3) to propose a new GLIDE format, and 

4) to further promote GLIDE

2. Participants:

The technical meeting was participated by:


Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) /ReliefWeb
Craig Duncan (CD)
Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) /FCSS
Thomas Peter (TP)

Asian Disaster Reduction Center (ADRC)


Satoru Nishikawa (SN)

Masaru Arakida (MA)

Etsuko Tsunozaki (ET)

Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters (CRED)

Regina Below (RB)

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
Andrew Maskrey (AM)

International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) 

Haris E. Sanahuja (HS)

Mohamed Abchir (MAb)

Yuichi Ono (YO)

World Meteorological Organization (WMO)


Carlos Tavares (CT)

Nanette C. Lomarda (NL)

International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)

Eva von Oelreich (EvO)

Graham Betts-Symonds (GBS)


LaRed 

Julio Serje (JS)

3. Deliberations of the meeting:


1) Review of Activities and Future Tasks
Activities in 2002-2003

1st meeting (EM-DAT TAG-MEETING): 13-14 August 2001 in Brussels
The GLIDE numbers for new events have been issued and sent via e-mail by CRED since January 2002.
2nd meeting (EM-DAT TAG-MEETING): 26-27 March 2002 in New York
3rd meeting (EM-DAT TAG-MEETING): 8-9 July 2002 in Brussels
The draft GLIDE poster and brochure for GLIDE promotion were designed in September 2002 by ReliefWeb and ADRC.
The GLIDE search function has been made available on GLIDENUMBER.net in the beginning of 2003.
4th meeting (Asian Conference on Disaster Reduction): 15-17 January 2003 in Kobe
5th meeting (ISDR-IATF WG3): 10-11 March 2003 in Geneva
GLIDE generation to date
CRED has been issuing GLIDE numbers weekly since January 2002 and has been sending info via e-mail list server to partners. GLIDE numbers are used mainly by the ReliefWeb and ADRC (ADRC has made available a specific website for GLIDE http://GLIDENUMBER.net for GLIDE promotion.). 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
CRED, which is a research / scientific institution, does no longer  have financial and human resources to devote to the GLIDE initiative which also serves for emergency response and wishes to keep its priority on EM-DAT to maintain the quality of data. 
· 
· 
· 
CRED believes that the concept of GLIDE is good, and regard ReliefWeb and ADRC would be more appropriate to take the leadership and will continue to post the EM-DAT disaster numbers on the EM-DAT system and is ready to facilitate and help (not to take the leadership or responsibility) the GLIDE initiative. 


ISDR IATF WG3 (10-11 March 2003) Report (main points from the second part of session 2 referring to GLIDE)
The potential of GLIDE as an unambiguous reference to disaster events was noted.  Benefits of the GLIDE include:

· -
a universal means for identifying disasters, especially years after they occur
· -
easier access to data on a given disaster from various sources
· -
rapid automatic linking by search engines.
· It was agreed that while the GLIDE was primarily intended to be used for loss events, some consideration should be made to enable the generation of a GLIDE number for "potential" or "imminent" loss events.
· 
· 
· Promote the GLIDE globally and encourage ADRC and GLIDE partners to solicit additional stakeholders to introduce GLIDE into existing data sets.  A specific recommendation was to pilot the retrofitting of national-level data sets to include GLIDE.

· Endorse GLIDENUMBER.net as a focal site, in the context of an appropriate administrative and governance structure for issuing GLIDE numbers and administering the GLIDE initiative.

· Working Group endorsed to have a group of GLIDE partners meet within three months to discuss implementation issues, including format and administration for retroactive and real-time issuance of GLIDE numbers.
· Refine the GLIDE format.
· Preserve the hierarchical nature of the GLIDE concept, with the unique ID representing the humanitarian emergency, disaster or loss event and suffixes added as required to indicate national, regional or specific components of that event.

Development of GLIDE as a tool for identifying disasters, easier access to data on a given disaster, rapid automatic linking of databases
ADRC explained the GLIDE concept, the development of GLIDENUMBER.net and GLIDE search function, the necessity of automatic GLIDE generator. And ADRC proposed the changing of hazard code and addition of digit or digits to the currently four-digit sequence number. ADRC also presented suggestions for discussion from Maxx Dilley of IRI as below;

· Why the GLIDE is valuable and what it will be used for?
· How historical disasters which are not recorded in EM-DAT could be given GLIDE numbers?

· Will GLIDE numbers be issued for any loss event or will there be thresholds such as those used in EMDAT?
In relation to these ADRC pointed out as below;
· Sharing of various data on new disasters are needed immediately by relief agencies, donors for response decision-making.
· Extensive and verified data on disasters are needed by planners, policymakers, field agencies engaged in reduction.
· The GLIDE users could use GLIDE generator to add historical disasters.
· Applied to national level databases, GLIDE could be generated for any level of events that GLIDE users need as long as the uniqueness is secured.
The difference between Google and GLIDE



· Strength of GLIDE is the fact that there are direct links between databases and it is searchable. 
· The advantage of GLIDE is in the linkage between national level and global database. 
· GLIDE has the capability to enable immediate data sharing on sudden disaster events.  The unique identifier number of GLIDE enables to describe various aspects of a disaster event causing multi-national damages (e.g. hurricanes progressively traveling through several participating countries). 
· 
· 
· The GLIDE search page should include a table of databases of organizations with information on the inclusion criteria of disaster events they are based on. With the GLIDE search function, users can easily link to relevant databases without typing in long URLs. 
Organizations participating or interested in the GLIDE initiative

ReliefWeb, CRED and ADRC are the initial partners of GLIDE. GLIDE is presently incorporated in the virtual OSOCC (On-Site Operations Coordination Centre) provided by OCHA/FCSS. ReliefWeb and CRED are presently using GLIDE in their global database. 
· UNDP is committed to build national capacity to manage disasters and encourage countries to develop national databases using GLIDE. ADRC has the latest disaster information database using GLIDE for 24 member countries in Asia.
· LaRED indicated that twenty-two Latin American countries, Nepal, and India, including 5 states and provisionally 17 more, would utilize GLIDE and DesInventar for national disaster database.
· 
· 
· 
· Re-insurance companies are important holders of database, 
· MunichRe has indicated interest in GLIDE.
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· It would be a good idea to approach several major NGOs and 
·  scientific community / universities; they might be interested to be involved in the initiative to use GLIDE as a means to collect relevant data for their researches. 
Future involvement in GLIDE
Each participating organization expressed its intention to be involved in the GLIDE initiative in the future as follows:

ReliefWeb:
Intends to continue using GLIDE and participating in the initiative as an active stakeholder.

ADRC:
Confirms its commitment in GLIDE; will further develop the GLIDENUMBER.net; and promote GLIDE, especially in the Asian region.

UNDP:

Will support and promote the initiative through development of national disaster databases using GLIDE. 

WMO:

Will support the initiative and use GLIDE for tropical cyclones. 

IFRC:
Supports the concept.  IFRC needs to understand more in detail before it expresses its further commitment. In realty, IFRC is interested to be involved in the initiative as a user.  The theme of IFRC’s World Disasters Report for next year would be the “communities and disasters” and GLIDE could be very useful in developing the Report.

CRED:
RB is not in a position to speak on behalf of CRED and will report the results of the meeting to Debby Sapir and discuss its form of involvement.  She expressed her concern about new GLIDE generation being duplicated with CRED’s disaster registration. 

OCHA/FCSS:
Endorses the idea.  

LaRed:
Is committed to be a partner in GLIDE and would be utilizing it for national disaster databases in Latin America, the Caribbean and South Asia with DesInventar. 

ISDR:
Supports the concept and will promote the initiative worldwide, especially in Africa where disaster reduction is being promoted.  Collaboration with UNDP in collecting and analysing disaster data would be one of concrete examples of GLIDE usage.

2) GLIDE Generation Scheme

Real-time Issuance of GLIDE numbers for Information Sharing

A discussion was initiated after the explanation of how CRED was issuing GLIDE and its constraints (e.g. generation time – half an hour a week, not possible to issue GLIDE for imminent disasters or before the event causes damage). 

· All participants agreed that the GLIDE number should be immediately assigned, for instance, for a developing typhoon approaching the Philippines which may affect Japan later.
- Administrative management system to prevent duplication of numbers or events and for retroactive missions

-
GLIDE stakeholders should develop 
guidelines to issue the GLIDE numbers. The criteria for GLIDE generation of the new events are dependant on the role of each issuing organization.
· The disaster data of the recent 3-4 decades are available.  Sixty to seventy per cent is maintained by governmental authorities and the rest is by academic institutions and NGOs.
· The methodologies of aggregating data should be different depending on the condition of country. 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 

· 
· 
· The GLIDE generator needs a function to issue GLIDE for historical disasters which are not recorded in the EM-DAT.



- Incorporation of GLIDE in national level databases
· 
· 
· ISDR supported by UNDP is making efforts to promote the establishment of national disaster databases.  ISDR is completing a survey of all African countries as well as Latin American countries. 
· Mr. Murata, proponent of the unique ID is developing a national database in Japan.
· Participants recommended that a pilot study be conducted in 2-3 countries to see compatibility between national-level database and international database such as EM-DAT, and to construct a framework, including resource application and workplan to send a clear message to potential donors.
· 
· 
· The key is to involve national governments.  A proposal to enhance capacity building of national governments (6 months - 1 year) should be developed.  The proposal should be attractive to donors.
· 





3) GLIDE Format 

Presentation by WMO
· WMO explained the organizational aspects and the activities of the Tropical Cyclone Programme Division, and  informed the participants of the meeting that as soon as the automatic GLIDE generation system is in place, it would be possible for WMO to allocate a GLIDE number to tropical cyclones based on the advisories issued by the Tropical Cyclone RSMCs and TCWCs. 




- Additional digit(s) to the current GLIDE sequence number

- Sub-national (5th suffix) administrative code

The new format for the GLIDE number was discussed and accepted whereby two letters will be used to designate the type of hazard that has caused enough damage to be a disaster or is an imminent threat, four digits for the year, six digits for the sequential number, and three letters to designate the country using the ISO code. The national governments can decide whether it is necessary to append 3 digits or 3 letters to designate first and second sub national administrative levels. 
Generation of GLIDE number for “potential” or “imminent” loss events

· After issuing of GLIDEs for potential or imminent loss events, Multi-stakeholders could delete the ones that did not cause any damage
· . For example, if the GLIDE record has no country code, it will be deleted because of no damage information is available.
Reconsideration of Hazard type codes 
Revisions of hazard codes for 1) Improvement of GLIDE user’s convenience and 2) clearer distinction of phenomena are proposed.  
· 
· WMO proposes to provide scientific knowledge to help classifying the meteorological disasters.
· 
· Distinction of tsunami from wave sage and snow avalanche from slide was suggested. 
· 
4) GLIDE Promotion


Further development of GLIDENUMBER.net as the central information point 

· ADRC made a presentation on GLIDENUMBER.net.  A proposal of establishing GLIDE management system was introduced.  LaRED introduced that they had presented the proposal to ReliefWeb and ADRC.  A revised proposal would be presented by early August, 2003.
· ReliefWeb on behalf of the participants asked CRED if it would be possible to continue issuing GLIDE numbers for another six months until a new GLIDE generating framework is developed.  


· Enrichment of the GLIDE website was recommended, including the posting of the outcome of this meeting as well as the reports of all the past GLIDE meetings. 
Posters and brochures for GLIDE promotion
· The GLIDE draft poster, which was originally designed by ADRC and ReliefWeb in September 2002, was presented with a note that there were reservations from some participants of previous GLIDE technical meetings, claiming that they were participating in their personal capacities and their organization was not committed to GLIDE thus their Logos should not appear on it. 
· All participants at this meeting re-confirmed their organization’s commitment in GLIDE. It was agreed that the design of the GLIDE draft poster was quite attractive and was decided to make a new poster with updated information based on this draft. ISDR will display the poster on its webpage. 
· Also, they agreed to make a brochure using the common design of the poster.
Promotion at international/regional conferences, academic meetings
· Participants agreed to pursue promoting GLIDE to other organizations, including FAO, NOAA, OFDA, WB, Columbia University, etc to become GLIDE partners.  Clarification of partnership is important.  It was decided to use the minutes of this meeting to contact them. And it was suggested that participants should make a roadmap for other organizations to join the GLIDE community.
· ISDR mentioned that its national platforms as well as regional representatives would help promote the GLIDE in the region.
· 
Roles of participating organizations and Wrap-up
General agreement was made on further developing GLIDE, considering the relation between global and national databases.
· At the national level, UNDP is developing a proposal with ISDR.  UNDP is a focal point of the ISDR WG3. 
· ISDR would come up with recommendations from its WG3 on droughts for the next GLIDE meeting. ISDR will support promoting GLIDE at as many occasions possible.  ISDR together with the chair of WG3 will explore the possibility of a specific WG3 session focusing on GLIDE.
· GLIDE fits in ReliefWeb’s mandate and ReliefWeb will continuously support and promote GLIDE.
· ADRC will promote GLIDE within its resources and will link to various experts so that GLIDE could be utilized as a global tool. Disaster reduction is a must to achieve sustainable development. On technical side, we should establish the GLIDE generator system which can avoid duplication of GLIDE number.
· WMO will be prepared for issuance of a GLIDE number to tropical cyclones as an imminent threat, as soon as the automatic GLIDE number generation framework is established, and will ensure removal of GLIDE numbers from the global database if no damage is reported.  WMO will prepare a list of hazard types and sub types for disasters of meteorological origin with an internationally accepted definition, will promote the GLIDE concept whenever possible, and will promote the establishment of links at the national level between NMHS and the national institutions responsible for national disaster databases.  WMO confirms its commitment to the GLIDE initiative.
· LaRED will promote the GLIDE initiative very much and will develop the GLIDE generator system in cooperation with ADRC and ReliefWeb.
· 
· 
Next meeting: 

Next meeting will be scheduled in conjunction with relevant meetings such as ISDR IATF.






